The line card in a subscriber loop carrier is called a subscriber line interface card (SLIC). It commonly been used

tointerface the twisted pair cable of a POTS local loop with the public switched telephone network(PSTN), and
provide functions such as A/D conversion or connection of non-traditional telephony networks.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subscriber_Loop_Carrier
http://searchcio-midmarket.techtarget.com/definition/interface
http://searchdatacenter.techtarget.com/definition/twisted-pair
http://searchenterpriselinux.techtarget.com/definition/plain-old-telephone-service
http://searchnetworking.techtarget.com/definition/PSTN

